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'£UM NOTES. 



SINCE the publication of the brochure on the 
subject of Local Museums * (Museums be it 
always remembered for the purpose of illustrating the 
Mineral, Vegetable, and Animd Kingdoms within a 
radius of five miles from the Parish Church) the. 
various modes in which a Local Museum may be 
originated and established have been carefully con- 
sidered. The result is a recommendation of the 
following simple, inexpensive, and, it is hoped, prac- 
tical plan for the commencement of a Local 
Museum : — 

1. The inhabitants of a parish who feel disposed to 
establish a Local Museum to form themselves into a 
Museum Committee, with or without Sub-Committees. 

2. The Committee to elect from among themselves 
a Treasurer, Honorary Secretary, and Museum Super- 
intendent ; the Treasurer to take charge of subscrip- 
tions and to pay expenses out of them ; the Honorary 
Secretary to keep records of the proceedings of the 
Committee ; and the Museum Superintendent to 
distribute Museum papers and labels, and to keep a 
catalogue of objects belonging to the Museum, such 
catalogue being made from the list of objects kept by 
each Museum Collector. 

3. The Committee to invite Parishioners of all 
classes to take part in the formation of the Local 
Museum, by offering their services as Museum Col- 

* ''Hints on the Formation of Local Museums, by the Trea- 
sureroftbe Wimbledon Local Museum." is. Hardwicke. 
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lectors of some class of objects, howsoever simple may 
be their character; it being always remembered that no 
object can belong to a Local Museum which has not 
been found within a radius of five miles from the 
Parish Church, a map of such district being provided 
by the Committee. Those who do not make col- 
lections themselves may still send contributions to 
the Collectors; and even those who do not act as 
contributors or collectors may keep records of various 
kinds, such as of the earliest and latest appearance 
of birds, flowers, &c., the readings of the barometer, 
. thermometer, and the rain gauge. 

4. To circulate in the parish the names and ad- 
dresses of the Museum Collectors, together with the 
names of the objects they are appointed by the Com- 
mittee to collect, so that any parishioners may be 
able to send to the Museum Collectors objects belong- 
ing to their particular departments. 

5. The Museum Collectors to begin the formation 
of collections at their own houses, the Committee 
upon appHcation, being prepared to take into con- 
sideration the payment of expenses incurred in the 
preparation and preservation of objects. 

6. When they think it desirable, the Committee 
may provide cases for the reception of specimens. 
These cases to. be made upon some uniform plan, so 
that whenever a fitting room is provided for the 
Museum, these cases may form a regular continuous 
series. 

7. Each object for the Museum to be labelled with 
the following particulars, legibly written : — 

1. Name of object 

2. Where found 

3. When found 

4. Name and Address of Collector 

8. Museum meetings to be held in some suitable 
room every i^Yi weeks, so thai tYi^ '^>x^^\3xa. CL^^Ol^-^^ 



may place before the parishioners the specimens in 
their possession, and hints may be exchanged regard- 
ing the mode of collecting, preserving, and arranging 
specimens, and respecting future operations. 

It is hoped that the foregoing plan for the forma- 
tion of Local Museums will prove acceptable not only 
to those who take an interest in the observation of 
Nature's works, and who desire to see a love for 
them generally diffused, but also to those who are 
more directly interested in improving the social 
relations of all classes ; for by the plan suggested, 
all may be brought into befitting intercourse ; work- 
ing men taking an interest in any branch of Natural 
History will visit the houses of their richer neighbours 
with feehngs of interest and of manly independence ; 
the richer classes will enter the homes of the working 
people on other grounds, than because the" ^ homes 
are stricken with poverty or disease. 



List of Objects and Subjects to he taken charge of 
by Parishioners forming a Local Museum, 

The following list has been prepared for the 
purpose of enabling each parishioner (alone, or with 
one or two others) to choose the special class of 
objects he may wish to collect for the Museum ; a 
space is therefore left after the name of each object 
for the insertion of the name and address of the Col- 
lector or Collectors. The circulation in the parish of 
these " Notes," containing the names and addresses 
of the Collectors, will enable parishioners to send to 
the Collectors the objects belonging to their particular 
departments. 

Another aim in drawing up this list has been 

to ^ive brief suggestions to parishioners desirous of 

becoming Collectors, respecting the mode of collecting 



and preserving the several objects. Further sug- 
gestions on this subject will be found in the little 
book entitled " Hints on the Formation of Local 
Museums," to which is appended a list of books on 
Geology, Botany, and Natural History, with their 
prices. It may be stated here, that the facilities for 
the preservation of objects have been greatly increased 
of late years by the small price of bottles, and of 
spirits of wine. Methylated spirits may be bought for 
three shillings and sixpence a gallon. 



(«)— THE MINERAL KINGDOM. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(This department may be illustrated by collecting specimens 
of the surface-soil, different kinds of peat, clay, sand, loam, 
gravel, &c ; also specimens of fossils, stones, slates, minerals, 
metals, coal, &c ; and their uses, or probable uses, pointed out.) 



(^)— THE VEGETABLE KINGDOM. 

I. LEAVES. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(A collection should be made of the leaves of all species of 
plants in the district, evergreen and deciduous ; a series made of 
the finest specimens, noting the exact sizes ; a series showing the 
stages in the growth of leaves from the bud to the fall ; skeletons 
of leaves ; diseases of leaves ; leaves boxed Vrj SsdsrsXs* \ '5»sscss& 
showiiig die coiours of leaves, &c.) 
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2. TENDRILS, 

Collector. 

Name , 

Address , 

(Different kinds, different stages of growth.) 



3. SEEDS AND SEED-VESSELS. 
Collector. 

Name 

Address 



(Collections should be made of all the seeds and seed-vessels 
in the district, arranging them in classes, as the different kinds 
of acorns, &c. ; also a series showing the finest specimens of 
seed, giving their exact weight when ripe ; also a series of the 
finest ears of com, barley, oats, &c, with their weight, admea- 
surements, «&c.) 



4. FRUITS. 

Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(A complete collection to be made both of garden fruits and 
wild fruits ; some may be preserved in spirit, and some may be 
dried ; diseased specimens also to be preserved.) 



5. BARK, 

Collector. 



Name.,,. 
Address . 



(A good collection should be made of the bark of each kind 
of tree in the district ; also of the same kind of tree at different 
ages ; specimens of bark in section should be made, also fine 
sections for the microscope ; also specimens of bark to show the 
different species of lichens that grow upon them respectively ; 
specimens of disease to be also preserved.^ 
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6. WOODS. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 



(Specimens of the various woods should be preserved, some 
in plain section, others polished; also fine sections for the 
microscope ; also specimens of the spray of trees. ) 



7. ROOTS. 

Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(A collection to be made of different kinds of roots, garden 
and wild ; also the different stages of their growth to be shown, 
and the size and weight of the finest specimens to be noted ; 
also their diseases, &c.) 



8. PITH. 

Collector. 



Name.. 



Address 

(Sections of stems, small and large, to be made, to show the 
pith in its various proportions and structure ; specimens also to 
be prepared for the microscope.) 



9. THORNS. 

Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(The various kinds of thorns to be sb.owa.\y3 ^-^ssassKc&s ^5is*:> 
every variety of thorn ; also tlaie Oofietcnl ^\ajg^ oI'^^vl ^gss^t^s^ 



8 

10. LICHENS, 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(A complete collection to be made, dried and preserved on 
cardboard, or preserved in spirit) 

11. FUNGI. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(Some of the smaller kinds to be dried, others to be kept in 
spirit) 

12. MOSSES. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be preserved dried, or kept in spirit) 

13. FERNS. 

Collector. 

Name. 

Address 

(A complete collection to be made of all species and varieties 
growing in the district They may be dried on paper, and placed 
between layers of glass, or dried and placed in vases.) 

14. GRASSES. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

fTo be collected and dried between paper, or in vases ; every 
£i:ass in the district to be preserved.) 



The several classes of plants should be preserved, 
one family taking one or more classes ; thus one 
family may take the Convolvulacece, another the 
JRosacece^ a third the Umbelliferce, &c. 



Specimens showing Monstrosities occurring in the 
Vegetable Kingdom. 



Collector. 

Name 

Address 



Specimens illustrating the Symmetry of the Vegetable 
Kingdom. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 



A Record of the earliest and latest Flowering Plants. 
Recorder. 

Name. 

Address ^ — 



lO 

A Collection of all the WUd Plants. 
Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be kept betseeen paper.) 


(^)— THE ANIMAL KINGDOM. 

INFUSORIA. 

Collector. 

Name , 

Address 

(Any parishioner possessing a microscope will be able to collect 
various kinds of Infusoria, and preserve them in fluid.) 



ZOOPHYTES and POLYPES. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 



(These may be collected from ponds and streams, and pre- 
served in spirits, together with the plants to which they were 
attached. ) 



WORMS. 

Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(Specimens of all kinds of worms to be preserved in spirit, 
also worms at different ages and stages ; their homes to be also 
kept) 



II 

INSECTS. 

Collector. 

Name 



Address 

(The different stages of the life of each insect to be shown, 
viz., the egg^ grub, chrysalis, and perfect insect, and the leaves 
on which they live. Insects may be killed without pain by chlo- 
roform or burned laurel leaves. ) 



BEETLES (Coleoptera). 

Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(The different kinds to be collected and dried, and pinned on 
cork or cardboard. They may be killed instantaneously by being 
immersed in boiling water.) 



CRICKETS and LOCUSTS (Orthoptera). 
Collector. 



Name.. 



Address 

(To be collected and preserved the same way as the Beetles ; 
the softer ones to be killed by chloroform.) 



DRAGON-FLIES, MAY-FLIES, <Sr»^. (Neuroptera). 
Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(To be collected and preserved the same wa^ as t3aa> BftsSiss^N 
to be killed by chloroform.) 
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BUTTERFLIES and MOTHS (Lepidoptera). 
Collector. 

Nanie 

Address 

(To be collected and preserved in the same way as the Beetles ; 
to be killed by chloroform, and carefully set up on cork.) 

BEES, WASPS, and ANTS (Hymenoptera). 
Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(Different specimens to be collected and preserved, and the 
nests also, showing the various stages of their formation. ) 

BOATFLIES and APHIDES (Hemiptera). 
Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected, pinned, or gummed on cardboard or cork.) 

FLIES and GNA TS (Diptera). 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected and pinned upon cardboard or cork.) 
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CENTIPEDES (Myriapoda). 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected and dried, and pinned on cardboard or cork, 
or kept in spirit ) 

SPIDERS (Arachnidse). 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected and dried, and pinned on cardboard or cork, 
or kept in spirit. ) 

CRA YFISH and WA TER-FLIES (Crustacea). • 
Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected and preserved dry, or in spirit. ) 

MOLLUSCA. 
SNAILS, SLUGS, and FRESH- WATER MUSSELS. 
Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected and preserved in spirit ; the shells to be kept 
side by side with the soft animal. The best way of killing mol- 
lusca, and removing them from their shells, is to place mem a. 
few seconds in boilnig water.) 
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Fish. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(Fish may be preserved in spirits, or stuffed, or one half of the 
skin may be dried upon a board, and varnished : skeletons may 
also be made. ) 



Amphibia. 
FROGS, TOADS, and NEWTS, 
Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(To be preserved in spirit or dried, or the skins may be re- 
moved and pinned to vjrood, dried and varnished. The bones to 
be preserved, and one class compared with another. The limbs 
may be dried, and placed side by side. The different stages, 
from the egg to the adult, to be preserved in spirit ) 



Reptilia. 
SNAKES, 

Collector. 



Name.. 



Address 

(The skins to be removed, stuffed, and dried, or flattened on a 
board and dried; skeletons and separate bones to be preserved. ) 



Birds. 
Collector. 

Name 

Address .' 

(The birds of a district will afford infinite interest to many 
workers. Besides the entire bird, which maybe stuffed, the 
following distinct departments may be undertaken. The skins, 
carefidly preserved, may be kept flat in diaweis.^ 
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BIRDS' FEATHERS. 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(These may be glued in rows on cardboard or wood, so that 
the various forms and colours of the feathers on the wing, breast, 
back, and tail, may be seen. ) 

BIRDS EGGS, 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be blown and preserved in drawers. ) 

BIRDS NESTS 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(To be collected and arranged in drawers.) 

BIRDS BONES, 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(Skeletons to be made, also the separate bones, to be obtained 
by maceration in water, and placed side by side for comparison ; 
thus the wing bones of different birds may be arranged side by 
side, also the breast bones, &c &c. ) 

BIRDS HEADS and FEET, 

Collector. 

Name 

Address 

(An interesting series may be made by placing the head and 
foot of each bird side by side.) 
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Mammalia. 
BEASTS. 

Collector. 



Name 

Address 

(In this department, also, an infinite variety of specimens may 
be made. Thus the smaller animals may be steeped or kept in 
spirit, or their skins removed and dried, or skeletons made, or 
their bones, or their teeth, placed side by side. Skeletons may 
be made by removing all the muscles with scissors and forceps, 
then placing the animal in water for a few days till the bones are 
colourless, then allowing the ligaments which bind the bones 
together gradually to dry, the animal being placed in the position 
required for preservation. The bones may also be kept separate ; 
thus the skuUs may be placed side by side, or the bones of the 
spine or limbs. Bones are easily prepared by placing the animal 
in water, and allowing decomposition to separate the soft parts 
from them. It would be very interesting, for example, to see 
side by side a series of arm-bones of different animals, as the 
mouse, shrew, mole, bat, squirrel, rat, rabbit, hare, &c &a 
Small skeletons may be made by first removing as mudi as pos- 
sible of the soft parts, and then putting the animal, in its proper 
position, in a box with holes in it, and placing it close to an 
ant's nest ) 



The foregoing " Notes " having been placed in the 
hands of Professor Owen, he kindly wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to the Editor : — 

" British Museum, 

14/^ Febmary^ 1866. 
Dear Mr. Toynbee, 

I have carefully revised the annexed Instructions, and 
find scarcely any topic to add or suggest to a summary so complete 
and exhaustive. 

British Natural History would make a sure and rapid advance 
were every Parish stimulated and instructed to observe and 
collect, as Wimbledon has been by you. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Toynbee, Esq., F.R.S." RICHARD OWEN. 



Car dt' Pf^^man, I^nters^ Great Queen Street^ London^ W. C. 
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